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LONDON — Within two years,
“Big Brother” in England will be
monitoring the family lives in
most of England’s homes, in a
broad new total surveillance sys-
tem aimed at rooting out “child
abuse.”

Authorized by the Children’s
Act of 2004, passed by Parliament
in the wake of the physical abuse
and murder of eight-year-old Vic-
toria Climbie by her aunt and her
boyfriend, the nearly $500 million
database will monitor 12 million
children in England and Wales,
even going so far, reported the
London Telegraph June 26 to see
“whether they eat five portions of
fruit and vegetables a day. . . .

“Experts say it is the biggest
state intrusion in history into the
role of parents,” reported the Tele-
graph’s Sarah Womack.

“The government expects the
program to be operating within
two years.,

“But critics say the electronic
files will undermine family priva-
cy and destroy the confidentiali-
ty of medical, social work, and le-
gal records.”

Climbie was beaten to death by
her aunt and her friend, who
claimed the little black girl from
the Ivory Coast was possessed by
the devil. At the time, however, it
was her social workers and their
superiors at social services who
were blamed. One of the girl’s so-
“cial workers testified that she was
afraid of catching scabies if she
entered her flat; superiors said they
did not have enough employees
to handle their case loads.
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